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Artist Anthony Patrick Vella (second from right) explaimng the concept behind the
design of the chapel to Fr Victor Agius (left) and Cardinal Luis Tagle who

inaugurated the chapel. PHOTO COURTESY OF NEWSBOOK

A new chapel capturing the
heartof a mlssmnary Journey

MARIA BONNIC!

Missio Malta has recently un-
veiled a beautifully designed
chapel, offering a tranquil
sanctuary for worship, medita-
tion and spiritual reflection.

This. new space, nestled
within the Missio complex, in
Mosta  was  thoughtfully
crafted for the agency’s staff,
volunteers and visitors. The
design was entrusted to Mal-
tese artist Anthony Patrick
vella, renowned for his exper-.
tise in blending traditional and
modern architecture,  espe:
cially in sacred spaces.

Vella’s, portfolio Jincludes
work across a variety of set ¥
tings, from hotels topom&m—
teriors, but his focus “on
spiritual = spaces shines
through in this iatest endeav-
our for Missio Malta, the
Catholic Charch’sm
arm on the island. k

A MISSIONARY
JOURNEY IN DESIGN™

The concept for the chapel was
inspired by the missionary
journey itself, reflecting the
deep spiritual and emotional
path of those called to service.
The idea for_the pmjec_.jt1
began with a call from Fr Vic:_
tor Agius, director of Missio
Malta, who envisioned an ado-
ration chapei for the complex.
Having seen Vella’s previous

The chapel’s artwork is interrupted by a space in order to let in natural light.
Then the curve continues guiding the viewer's eye towards the tabemacle.

PHOTO: LORELLA CASTILLO

Five small pamtmgs narrate stages in the llfe of the missionary. They im:tude reﬂective elements,
allowing visttors to see themselves both literally and- ﬁguratively PI-IOTO LORELLA CASTILLO
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work on a chapel m;Santa a& 1ses the protective mantle of.. featumaclreular des:gn with

Luéija, Fr, Agms was confident
that Vella couid bnng tlus vi-
sion tolife. .- ? . '

"Whenfl started T hsteneti macle, where the joumey cul-

.the Vnrgm Mary. The curves,
" which form a cross, draw the *
v:sntor’seyetowardsthe taber-

like' q,n"'emptym vessel," Vella® ~minates in~ “the’: presence of

says, emphas:smg the collabo-
rative approach he took to ac-

commodate. the needs and
des:res of. the Missio team.
" This thoughtfui approach re-

'sulted in a chapel that speaks

to both the spiritual and
hmmelemeﬂtsefamn—

ary’s journey.

" Oneof the most smkmg fea- o,
' tures is a series of five. small

_paintings by Vella, arranged

“along the left wall. These art-.

works narrate key phases of a .
The chapel’s desngd embraces

missionary’s lifevgmcorporat-
ing reflective surfaces so that
visitors can literal

selves withmlpe lx'
journey. Thns blenm
tefling and personal’ engage-

- s

‘ment_encourages 4 'deeper’

connection for all ws:tors

On the opposite wa]l ‘a
stained-glass window adorned
with a curved mosaic symbol-

see them-
thie context of the ‘bemgzat
ory- Wﬁ?‘ﬁhwoo‘ﬁ bénches, ™™

arranged in four concentn,c o

L}d Christ in the tabernacle These H
. artistic elements are mspu‘ed §

by a theological reflection

from Chiara Lubich, founder
“of the Focolare Movement,

who once said: “In the pres-
ence of Jesus and Mary, we are

_m&ehasemeﬁhﬁ-‘ather i%

> A HARMONIOUS

.BL“END OF NATURE

“AND SPIRITUALITY

natural tones and earthy ele-

i ot‘ crea ir

arcs, and a cantilevered al

tmmgles forming a cross, sym-
bollsing the North Star, a guid-
ing light for missionaries.
Every detail in the chapel was
= carefully considered, from the
lighting that filters in through
strategic spaces, to the materi-
-als chosen for their connection
“to the earth. This fusion of na-
ture and architecture helps to
create a serene atmosphere,
perfectly in tune with the spir-
m purpese ef 1he chapel.

A COLLABORATWE

EFFORT

o Car@m’aH.ms Tagle, who vis-

_ited Maita in May, inaugurated
. the chapel and praised the cen-

-ments-to evoket .,fee].mg -0 %ﬁWmm&m -work

Church
“This chapel is proof ‘that
‘our work as missionaries_is
central to - the Church’s

shaped like an ellipse, add to - essence,” he said, highlighting
the organic flow of the space.- . - " how such spaces remind us of

The tabernacle, made from ‘3’, the Church’s mission and the
antique gold-painted metil, ‘importance of maintaining its

zeal for life. For Vella, the
chapel’s creation was as much
-about the journey as it was
about the final product.

“The entire process was built
on relationships,” he reflected.

“Collaborating with the team
and craftsmen enriched me
both professionally and per-
sonally. It felt like every con-
versation_ and every design
choice was a tile in a larger mo-
saic, reflecting both human
and spiritual élements.”

ATESTAMENT TO
MISSION AND SPIRIT

The new Missio Malta chapel is
_more than ]ust a place of wor-
slnp, it is.a \'testament to the
missionary spirit. Through its
thoughtful design and deep
symbolism, Vella has created a
space that not only serves the
community but also embodies
the journcy of faith and service.
‘The chapel stands as a peace-
ful, sacred environment, re-
flecting the mission of Missio
Malta and inspiring all who
step inside to reflect on their
own spiritual path. -
With its unique blend of art,
architecture and spirituality,

“the chapel is poised to become

a: -central part , of Missio
Malta’s efforts, uniting people
‘through faith, reflection and
the shared experience of a
missionary journey.

For more information about
the artist, visit www.anthony-
patrickvella.com.
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